Class: Mammalia
Otrder: Didelphimorphia
Family: Procyonidae
Genus: Didelphis

Species: Didelphis virginiana

Average Length 15-20 inch or 38-51 cm Geography Only native marsupial north of Mexico

Average Height 600nch olhe 25 o and originally found in parts of eastern
US and southeastern Canada but was in-

Average Tail Length |9-20 inch or 23-51 cm troduced to the western US

Average Weight 4-151b or 2-7 kg Habitats Inhabit wide range of landscapes and

Lifespan in the Wild |2-3 years adapted to urban settings but prefer decid-

uous woodlands with streams
Lifespan in Captivity [ 4-7 years
Home ranges of individuals are up to 0.4
Top speed 4.6 mph or 7.4 kmph kol 4nd 5 picaill Svetlhn

| Behavioral Activity | Crepuscular and Nocturnal : p
Sleep in dens and do not hibernate

Physical Features ¢ Haitless prehensile tail helps with
climbing and all feet have opposable

“thumbs” that help grasp branches A female opossum is called a jill, a male

opossum is called a jack, and young are

Reproduction Breeding season is January-October

Keen sense of smell and touch and

have 50 razor shatp teeth, more than S el i0ers

any other land mammal Begin reproducing at 6 month - 1 year old

Typically only young opossums hang Females can produce 2 litters annually,
from their tails on trees and play dead have a 13 day gestation period, and give

Mles ate latper than feriales birth to 4-25 joeys that rely on pouch as a

second womb for 60 days, though not all
Body temperatures ate typically too survive because females only have 13 teats

low to carry rabies g
Joeys cling to mothet’s back for 3-5

Omnivorous and opportunistic eater g months

Feeds on worms, leaves, small mam- Social Structure A group of opossums is called a passel

mals, young birds, acorns, snails, y : - :
- : Typically solitary outside of mating season
snakes, maggots, spiders, fruits, plants,

nuts, berries, insects, rodents, frogs -
; : : 2 Threats Predators include large raptors and are
eggs, crayfish, and garbage

L occasionally preyed upon by bobcats, fox-
Lower the risk of spreading disease by es, and coyotes

ti i d th ds of tick
R N ¢ G Often injured and killed by cars

every week
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Adapted from https://nationalzoo.si.edu/animals/virginia-opossum, https://seawotld.org/animals/facts/mammals/vitginia-opossum/, https://
www.ncwildlife.org/Portals/0/Leatning/documents/ Profiles/Mammals/Opossum_Wildlife_Profile UPDATE.pdf, https://www.sugatlandtx.gov/398/
Opossums#:~:text=The%200possum%20is%020the%0200nly,let%20g0%20for%20six%020weeks, and https://www.esf.edu/acc/adks/mammals/opossum.htm
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